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Introduction
Happy New Year, hope it started on a good note just as it did for HAART Kenya. We opened the
office on 5th January and embarked on official business immediately. The programme manager
safely returned from his trip to Europe and we are glad to inform that the meetings with the partners
went well and we are looking forward to working together and more fruitful discussions.

“KNOWLEDGE

Apart from that, this month we continued with the therapy sessions for victims of trafficking conducted

MAKES MAN

by our professional therapist. The workshops continued as well, and this month we were able to
reach Ngong, Narok and some parts of Nairobi. The turn out has been impressive.
Also, the data collection stage of the research project on the vulnerability of IDPs to trafficking ended
last month. The researchers have been busy organizing and analyzing the collected data this month.

UNFIT TO BE A

We look forward to the final presentation of the research. We would like to thank GIZ once again

SLAVE”

for enabling this project.
This month you can read a story about the 31 women HAART in conjunction with IOM rescued from

- Frederick Douglass

Libya at the end of 2014 and their lives now. You can also read HAART's highlights for the year
2015.
Otherwise, HAART would like to wish everyone a fulfilling 2016. We look forward to working with
you in anti-trafficking. You can do it in the simplest of ways such as sharing information and reporting cases.
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Arts to End Slavery 2016
HAART is working together with PAWA254 on next year’s Arts to End Slavery project. We are anticipating to see new and better
art work and ideas. It will be bigger and better and the artistes will be handled by PAWA254. Read more on www.a2es.org
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Volunteers of the month!

By James Kamawira

One Year Later

Abel Mogambi

“Thank you for giving me my voice back. I thought my traffickers had taken it forever. I know this is not true because you have taught me that it is not true and I can
use my voice to fight human trafficking.” (Testimony from a victim)
Last year at this time, we were preparing to receive 31 women who had been trafficked for forced labor in Libya. It had taken us five months to get this far and all
this had been done remotely through Facebook and WhatsApp. The hopelessness
of the situation was debilitating. There was nothing that we could do at that moment
but offer words of comfort and encouragement until we figured out a rescue
plan. We never anticipated that this would take five months.
The first time we heard about this case was through our Facebook page. A woman
in Libya was concerned that her friend was being mistreated and she was requesting for HAART’s intervention in the matter. This was in June and by late July the war
in Libya had escalated and we got more information that 16 women were stuck in
the Kenyan embassy and had no means to get home. We quickly started following
up the issue with the Ministry of Foreign Affairs to get these women back home.
Their stories revealed that all of them were victims of trafficking and had been re-

Susan Mueni

cruited by agents in Kenya promising good jobs. When they arrived in Libya, their
passports were taken and many were also physically and sexually abused. None of
them received the promised salaries and some did not receive anything at all.
We soon found out that there were more women stuck in houses around the country. The women had formed a WhatsApp support group and as soon as we started
working on the cases, the other women who were not at the embassy reached out
to us through WhatsApp to see if they could also be rescued. In one case we followed updates the whole day on WhatsApp as a woman were trying to travel the
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Highlights 2015
2015 gave immense opportunities to HAART to
grow in its work of
fighting human trafficking
in the region. The organization grew in terms of
capacity and experience,
and the understanding of
human trafficking and its
dynamics within the region broadened thanks to
the different cases handled.
Some of the most outstanding cases include
assisting victims of trafficking who had been rescued from Libya the previous year. This was a
group of about 30 women
who were stuck in Libya
after the war broke out.
HAART offered psychosocial support and economic
empowerment. Watching
them heal from their ordeals and grow has been
satisfactory. Slowly but
surely they are able to
stand on their own.
The other great achievement for 2015 was the
Arts to End Slavery project. This was a project
intended to spread information about human traf-

Radek Malinowski (right) together with Noela Barasa from UNODC (middle) and Caroline Njuki
from IGAD (left) in an event for Arts to End Slavery on the World Day against Trafficking in Persons.

Highlights 2015 (continued):
Talking of partnerships, 2015 was a year in which HAART entered into
many valuable partnerships with different stakeholders. We were involved
in different forums such as the National Referral Mechanism workshop organized by UNODC, and we became part of new networks such as the
Kenya National Human Rights Commission. This year also saw a lot of international travel by HAART staff to attend conferences, meetings and workshops by partners.
HAART also did a lot of research in 2015, including research on child trafficking. We held a validation meeting with stakeholders to get feedback
from them about the research findings. This research will be used to come
up with a manual for children and teachers to better their understanding
about child trafficking. The other research, though not complete, is the research on the vulnerability of internally displaced people to trafficking. This
is in partnership with GIZ and once it is out, we will share it with you.
Generally, HAART is satisfied by the work done in 2015 through teamwork. This is especially in victims’ assistance where we were able pick up
new cases and assist, such as a group of about 20 women from Mathare
slums in Nairobi. We were also happy with the growth in the staff members numerically and in expertise.
In 2016 we expect more growth as we fight human trafficking in the region.
By Phyllis Mburu

ficking through art. The
project popularly known
as A2ES was very successful. It rounded up
about 30 artists who
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One Year Later (continued)

Contact Us

1,200 kilometers from Benghazi to Tripoli through the warzone. We guided them to
the embassy and eventually worked with the International Organization for Migration and Ministry of Foreign Affairs to bring them back home just before Christmas.
Fast-forward to December 2015 and most of the women that came back are reintegrated back to society. The process included offering psychosocial support, medical
aid for those that needed it and economic empowerment. When reintegrating victims there isn’t a one size fits all process, you have to treat each victim as an individual and cater for their specific needs. Sometimes we are not always able to meet
those needs but we do our best. The women who survived this ordeal are stronger
and are slowly healing from all the scars that they got and we are happy that we

Give us a call for more
information or check out
the website or any of our
social media sites.
HAART Kenya
P.O. Box 26893 - 00504
Nairobi, Kenya
+254 738 506 264
info@haartkenya.org

are a small part of that experience.

Visit us on the web at
In the fight against human trafficking, social media can be used for prevention by

www.haartkenya.org

creating awareness through the different social media. HAART has a vibrant Facebook page and we have used it to give people reliable information about human

Visit our blog at

trafficking. Social media can also be used for protection purposes, especially in

www.haartstories.org

cases where victims are outside the country. Victims and families of victims have
reached out to HAART through social media and through it we have managed to
follow up on cases and in some cases ensured that the victims were rescued.

fb.com/haart.ke

Human trafficking is a crime that evolves. Those working in counter- trafficking like

@haartkenya

us have to learn to adapt to these changes. Today, learning how to effectively use
social media to fight human trafficking is very crucial because traffickers are using it

#FightHumanTrafficking

as a tool to further their agenda.
Human trafficking is a complete violation of the most basic human rights. Most victims of trafficking go through more than one form of abuse, making the reintegra-

Upcoming activities

tion process slow and difficult. Some of the issues the women went through in Libya,



they have only now started to share after a year of psychosocial support. The pro-



cess needs to be comprehensive to be effective. To completely eradicate human
trafficking, we have to continue learning and being vigilant in the efforts that we
adapt and using social media as a tool is one of the many crucial lessons learned

Fundraising campaign
Assistance to victims of
trafficking
 Anti-trafficking campaign in social media

one year later.
By Sophie Otiende

Donate
Become part of the push to end modern slavery in Kenya. Support HAART Kenya:

www.haartkenya.org/donate
HAART’s main partners in 2015

